Carter Pann
THE MECHANICS

Six from the Shop Floor
for S.A.T.B. Saxophone Quartet

THE MECHANICS - Six from the Shop Floor (2013) was commissioned by the Capitol Quartet for their 2013-
14 performance season. The work was started and finished in May 2013 at the MacDowell Colony in Peterborough,
New Hampshire. Every day I set about writing this piece, I pictured all four gentlemen of the Capitol Quartet to
be dressed as old-time auto mechanics, smudged with grit and grease, performing in the middle of my brother’s
taxicab stand (which is also a full-service auto shop with two hydraulic lifts). THE MECHANICS was released on
Blue Griffin Records in January 2015 by the Capitol Quartet.

I. HOIST is bold music that lifts itself upward and never falls down. The texture is very thick and replete with
churning counterpoint.

II. DRIVE TRAIN is fast music consisting of running eighth notes and quick turnabouts. It is almost always
driving forward in a pseudo-Baroque frenzy.

IIL. BELT (to S.R.) is slower music set on a minimalist plane. As the movement matures, the intervals get larger and
the volume gets louder until a calm repose near the end.

IV. FLYWHEEL is fast and angular jazz-jump music showcasing the baritone saxophone as a soloist accompanied
by the other three players. When all four instruments come together in several places throughout the movement
they play music that rolls forward on wheeling rhythms.

V. BALANCE is a slow, lyrical song. Every player takes the lead somewhere in this movement, singing beautifully
over the texture. There are halted moments in this music that require the utmost balance in volume among all four
saxophones together.

VI. TRASH is straight-up turbo blues music. The theme upfront resembles that of a certain TV show from the 70's
about a father/son garbagemen duo. The music in the middle is more subdued call-and-response ragtime with a
cheeky feel - all of it hanging on a texture of counterpoint about to boil over.

— Carter Pann
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'Duration: ¢. 17"

l. HOIST

Commissioned by the Capitol Quartet
Christopher Creviston, Joseph Luloff, David Stambler, Andrew Dahlke

The Mechanics

Six from the Shop Floor
for S.A.T.B. Saxophone Quartet
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/" = an improvised smear between pitches (usually to be performed closest to, or just before, the goal pitch)
~ = as smooth a bend as possible between pitches

*Shurs are placed throughout THE MECHANICS by the composer to denote fegaro. Oftentimes large Intervals are slurred.
This is to ensure a smooth connection between pitches, regardless of the performer's cholce of tonguing.
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