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Oboe Books 

 

Ob043. The Art of the Cor Anglais by Geoffrey Browne. 

Sycamore Publishing, 2000, SS, 54 pages. This is primarily a 

book of cor anglais solos from the orchestral repertoire with 

performance notes. It also includes short sections on reeds, 

circular breathing, historical notes, notes for composers, and 

other subjects. 

                                                   27.95 

 

Ob001.  The Art of Oboe Playing by Robert Sprenkle 

and David Ledet. Summy-Birchard Inc., SS, 96 pages. Written 

to illuminate and to help solve some of the problems that 

confront oboists and their teachers. The subjects covered are 

the concept of learning, selecting and instrument, producing 

the tone, controlling the tone, problems of phrasing, prob-

lems of practice, the English horn, and fingerings. The re-

mainder of the book is a detailed guide to oboe reed making. 

                                                   17.95 

 

Ob027. Bnlldms`qx nm Rsde`m Vnkodƍr Rnm`s` enq

Oboe and Piano by Josef Marx completed and edited by 

Patricia Spencer. Josef Marx Music, 1994, SS, 64 pages. This 

book contains Josef Marx's detailed and careful observations 

of editing discrepancies between the various copies of this 

work as well as comments on changes that were made during 

thirty years of rehearsals with the composer. Marx outlines 

many textual ambiguities that await the performer, showing 

where freedom and responsibility lie 

                                                   19.95 

 

Ob0156. The Eloquent Oboe, A History of the Haut-

boy from 1640 to 1760  by Bruce Haynes. Oxford Univer-

sity Press, 2001/207, PB, 560 pages. This is a massive and 

well-illustrated history of the hautboy, the Baroque oboe. 

Between 1640 and 1760 this instrument underwent dramatic 

changes in both function and physical form, and the majority 

of its solo and changer repertoire was composed. The author 

examines in detail the hautboy's structure, its players, makers, 

and composers, issues of performing style and period tech-

niques, how and where the instrument was played, and who 

listened to it. The new paperback edition of this book. 

                                                  74.95 

 

Ob011. The Embryonic Oboist by William T. Robinson, 

III. Ligature Publications, 2001, SB, 109 pages. Subtitled An 
Illustrated Guide for Beginning Oboe Players, this is a valua-

ble book for woodwind method classes, band directors, and 

teenage and older beginners. As the subtitle indicates it is 

filled with photos and drawings to illustrate the text. Subjects 

include oboe key systems, reed preparation, embouchure 

formation, hand and finger positions, fundamental fingerings, 

oboe care and reed knife sharpening. 

                                                   24.95 

 

Ob008. Essays for Oboists by Jay Light. Alborada Publica-

tions, 1994, SB, 219 pages. The author, who writes with en-

gaging style, addresses the topics: The First Few Lessons -- In 

the Beginning, Long Tones -- Milk for oboists: You Never 

Outgrow Your Need for It, Mind Games, Articulation -- Start-

ing the Sounding and Keeping it Going, Dynamics, Musings 

on the Terms "Oboe Players, Musicians and Artists", Note 

Groupings - the Basic Structural Unit of Music, "How Do You 

Get to Carnegie Hall? Practice, Man, Practice!", Performance 

Tips -- Do's and Don'ts, Professionalism, Responsibility and 

Accountability, Vi-i-i-i-bra-a-a-a-to-o-o-o, The Rest of the Good 

News About Long Tones, Odds and Ends, Postscript -- A 

Downer; But With Hope. 

                                                   29.95 

 

Ob155: Marcel Tabuteau by Laila Storch. Indiana Univer-

sity Press, 2008, HB, 624 pages, includes a CD. Subtitled: 

How Do You Expect to Play the Oboe If You Can't Peel a 

Mushroom? Laila Storch is a world-renowned oboist in her 

own right, but her new book honors Marcel Tabuteau (1887-

1966), one of the greatest figures in 20th-century music. Ta-

buteau studied the oboe from an early age at the Paris Con-

servatoire and was brought to the United States in 1905, by 

Walter Damrosch, to play with the New York Symphony 

Orchestra. Although this posed a problem for the national 

musicians' union, he was ultimately allowed to stay, and the 

rest, as they say, is history. Eventually moving to Philadelphia, 

Tabuteau played in the Philadelphia Orchestra and taught at 

the Curtis Institute of Music, ultimately revamping the oboe 

world with his performance, pedagogical, and reed-making 

techniques. The CD is from a tape made in Nice in 1964 with 

Tabuteau discussing and playing some orchestral excerpts 

(from memory). 

                                                   29.95 
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Ob018. A Method for Adjusting the Oboe and English 

Horn  by Carl J. Sawicki. 1986, SB, 40 pages. Because the 

mechanisms on the oboe and English horn are complex, a 

systematic method is required for regulation. This book pro-

vides step-by-step guidance for the adjustment process. It 

includes diagrams of the top and bottom joints of the oboe 

and English horn to assist in the process. 

                                                   22.50 

 

Ob013. Music for Oboe, 1650 to 1800 - A Bibliogra-

phy by Bruce Haynes. Scarecrow Press, 1992, HB, 432 pag-

es. The purpose of this book is to include every solo and 

chamber piece that was intended by its composer to be 

played on the oboe (with qualifications listed by the author).  

It includes 10,515 pieces. Entries are listed by composer and 

categorized by instrumentation. Indexes include a list of en-

tries by instrumentation, solos for hautecontre/oboe d'amore, 

pieces involving taille, and solos written between 1680-1710. 

The end matter also includes an extensive list of works con-

sulted, libraries by country, and abbreviations used. 

                                                   94.95 

 

Ob044. The Oboe by Geoffrey Burgess and Bruce Haynes. 

Yale University Press, 2004, HB, 432 pages. In this book two 

distinguished oboist-musicologists trace the history of the 

oboe from its earliest forms to the present time, discussing 

how and why the oboe evolved, what music was written for it 

and which players were prominent. A comprehensive, well-

illustrated book, with extensive notes, bibliography, discogra-

phy, and index. 

                                                   36.95 

 

Ob0002. Oboe by Leon Goossens & Edwin Roxburgh. 

Kahn & Averill, London, PB, 238 pages. This book that was 

originally published in 1977 (and revised in 1980) is now 

available again in the US. This book combines the talent and 

experience of the legendary virtuoso, Edwin Goossens, and 

the contemporary composer/oboist Edwin Roxburgh. Part 

One covers the history of the oboe including the alto, tenor, 

bass oboe and the heckelphone. Part Two covers reeds and 

modern oboe technique. Part Three is on music including 

playing baroque, classical, romantic, and 20th century music. 

The book concludes with a list of manufacturers, repertoire, 

finger charts bibliography, and discography. 

                                                   18.95 

 

Ob006. Oboe A Reed Blown in the Wind by Marion 

Whittow. Puffit Publications, London, 1991, printing of 1999, 

PB, 236 pages. This book is a comprehensive guide to the 

oboe for students and amateurs but also contains information 

that may be of value to teachers and professionals. It includes 

many musical examples, photos, and diagrams and is packed 

with amusing illustrations. It covers technique, listening, 

practice, bad habits, physical hazards, performance, reeds (six 

chapters), how an oboe is made, language and vocabulary, 

reminders and tips, and more. 

                                                   32.95 

 

Ob007. Oboe Pocket-Sized Problem Solver by Marion 

Whittow. Puffit Publications, London, SS, 32 pages. A handy 

book of tips for the oboe player.  The first two thirds of the 

book is in question and answer format covering topics such as 

intonation, wrist pain, tired lip, squawks, etc. The balance of 

the book covers embouchure, abdominal support, posture, 

breathing, reeds, buying an oboe and taking care of it. Free 
shipping if ordered with another item (except C14 or C17).                              

                                                   10.95  +  

 

Ob009. The Oboe Reed Book by Jay Light. Des Moines, 

IA, 1983, SB, 117 pages. Detailed and well illustrated instruc-

tions in the reed making art. The chapters are Some Philoso-

phy, A Whole Lot of Useful Information About Tools, Cane 

and Other Supplies, Knife Sharpening, Tying the Blank, Knife 

Technique, the Scrape, Shaping Your Own Cane When and 

How, Some Thoughts About English Horn Reeds, Trouble-

Shooting Chart, and List of Dealers and Supplies. 

                                                   19.95 

 

Ob024. Oboe Technique by Evelyn Rothwell. Oxford 

University Press, Third Edition of 1982 reprinted in 2002, PB, 

103 pages. This book is intended for those learning to play the 

oboe. Principle topics include the oboe, breath control, em-

bouchure control, tongue control, finger control, reeds, and 

practice. Appendices cover the breathing muscles, the English 

horn, and a list of music. 

                                                   26.95 

 

Ob066. Oboe Unbound by Libby Van Cleve. Scarecrow 

Press, 2004, PB, 136 pages + CD. This book provides a dis-

cussion of contemporary techniques (such as multiphonics, 

microtones, altered timbres, extended range, and many oth-

ers) along with numerous musical examples and hundreds of 

fingerings. Included is a CD with examples of all the contem-

porary sounds as well as two previously unpublished compo-

sitions. A valuable resource for oboists and composers. 

                                                   49.95 

 

Ob015.  The Reed Maker's Manual by David B. Weber 

and Ferald B. Capps. 1990, SB, 134 pages.  A detailed and 

well- illustrated manual of oboe and English horn reed mak-

ing. Covers: supplies, basic techniques, preparing and goug-

ing the cane, and scraping the reed. Includes a table of mea-

surements and photographs made by the author and by sever-

al very famous oboe players. Currently Not Available.  

                                                   49.95 

 

DVD011.  The Reed Maker's Video DVD by David B. 

Weber and Ferald B. Capps. A two-hour supplement to the 

manual. With this method, the beginner can start making 

reeds right away, and the professional can expand his tech-

niques and insights. This is a DVD-R which should work on 

most DVD players and virtually all computers. 

                                                   24.95 

 

OV01.  The Reed Maker's Video by David B. Weber and 

Ferald B. Capps. VHS-NTSC format (for use in US and Canada 

only). Same as above on video tape.  

                                                   24.95 

 

Ob015a. The Reed Maker's Manual and Video Set by 

David B. Weber and Ferald B. Capps. The book and video 

listed above as a set. Currently Not Available.  

                                                   64.95 

 

Ob005. The Techniques of Oboe Playing by Peter Veale 

and Claus-Steffen Mahnkopf. Baerenreiter, Kassel, Germany, 

1994, edition of 2001, 181 pages.  This book contains a CD 

of examples and the text is in English, German, and French. 

Heinz Holliger calls this book the "first truly well-grounded 

compendium of new techniques of oboe playing . . . " Cover-

age includes detailed coverage of many types of multiphon-

ics, special techniques (including oboe d'amore and cor an-

glais), compatibility of various makes of oboes with the tech-

niques (and appropriate adjustments), track list of the CD, and 

appendix with techniques for other members of the oboe 

family.  

                                                   73.95 

Oboe Music 

Excerpts and Parts 

Ob010. Beethoven Symphonies - Oboe I. Alfred Publishing Co., SS, 70 

pages. The complete Oboe I parts for all nine Beethoven symphonies.   14.95 

Ob076. Difficult Passages Oboe and Cor Anglais Volume 1 selected 

and edited by Evelyn Rothwell. Boosey & Hawkes, 1953, SS, 51 pages. Oboe 

and English Horn excerpts from the classical repertiore. Volume 1 contains 

Beethoven, Berlioz, Bizet, and Brahms.  .............................................  26.95 

Ob077. Difficult Passages Oboe and Cor Anglais Volume 2 selected 

and edited by Evelyn Rothwell. Boosey & Hawkes, 1953, SS, 64 pages. Oboe 

and English Horn excerpts from the classical repertiore. Volume 2 contains 

the balance of the alphabet, Frank through Weber. .............................  26.95 

Ob078. Difficult Passages Oboe and Cor Anglais Volume 3 selected 

and edited by Evelyn Rothwell. Boosey & Hawkes, 1946, SS, 33 pages. Oboe 


